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TOWN OF SOUTHINGTON 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

TUESDAY MARCH 11, 2014 

 

  Chairman Robert Salka called the Public Hearing and Regular 

meeting of the Southington Zoning Board of Appeals to order at 7:00 

o’clock, p.m. in the Public Assembly Room at the Municipal Center at 

196-200 North Main Street, Southington, CT with the following members 

in attendance: 

 Jeffrey Gworek & Matthew O’Keefe       

 Alternates  Christopher Magnoli 

    Patrick Saucier 

         

  Absent:  Joseph LaPorte, Regular Member 

    Bryan Wysong, Regular Member 

    Paul Bedard, Alternate 

    Ronald Bohigianm Alternate 

 Others:   David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

   

 The Chair seated Christopher Magnoli for Bryan Wysong and Patrick 

Saucier for Joseph LaPorte.  A quorum was determined. 

   

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by 

everyone in attendance.  

 

 Mr. Gworek explained the procedure to be followed in the 

presentation of an application and advised should their appeal be 

approved they file it with the Town Clerk’s Office as soon as they 

receive the formal approval in the mail before starting any work.  You 

have one year to begin the project.   

 

ROBERT SALKA, Chairman, presiding: 

5. Approval of Minutes 

 Mr.O’Keefe made a motion to approve the Minutes from the previous 

meeting as submitted.  Mr. Gworek seconded.  Motion passed unanimously 

on a voice vote. 
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6. Public Hearing Items 

 A. APPEAL #6044A, Application of Robert Mettica for special 

exception approval to allow a family flock of chickens under Sections 

3-01.31B & 15-05 of the Zoning Regulations, 690 Old Turnpike Road, 

property of Robert L. & Rachelle L. Mettica in an R-20/25 zone. 

 THE CHAIR:  Will the applicant please state their name and 

address for the record, please? 

 RACHELLE METTICA:  690 Old Turnpike Road, Plantsville, 

Connecticut. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  And, what can we do for you? 

 MS.METTICA:  I am here, I guess, to get your approval so we can 

have chickens on our property.  Apparently, someone filed a complaint 

against us anonymously about a rooster.  The rooster was taken care of 

the following day.  So we’re just here to get approval for chickens. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay, so you basically have chickens and you didn’t 

have – 

 MS. METTICA:  Yes, we were unaware we had to have the town’s 

approval for chickens. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay. 

 MS. METTICA:  So we have chickens in our backyard.  I believe my 

husband turned in a map for you to see where they are.  They are 

extremely far back.  Almost into the woods. 

 Neighbors on both sides of us have said they’re fine with us 

having chickens. 

 I believe one of our neighbors also wrote a letter in favor of 

us. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay, would you like that read into the Minutes? 

 MS. METTICA: If you’d like.  Sure. 

 THE CHAIR:   Okay. 

 Dave, do you have those letters?  I have them somewhere. 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Sure.  I can read them. 

 This is dated January 29
th
, 2014.  To the planning and zoning 

department.  Regarding chickens at 690 Old Turnpike Road, Plantsville.  
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It’s from Thomas F. Angelillo at 700 Old Turnpike Road.  Gentlemen:  

The chickens on the adjoining property at 690 Old Turnpike Road are in 

no way a nuisance to me. 

 As well, I believe it may have been his wife.  The same address, 

700 Old Turnpike Road.  It says:  The Mettica family lives next door 

to me.  The chickens that they have are located a distance from my 

house and they do not make any noise or do they ever walk on my 

property. As far as I am concerned, the chickens are no bother to me. 

 That’s from Murielle Angelillo. 

 THE CHAIR:  Thank you. 

 Okay.  Do we have any questions of the applicant? 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  How many chickens are you planning on having or do 

you have? 

 MS. METTICA:  Twelve. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  And, you are aware that twelve is the limit? 

 MS. METTICA:  Correct. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  Okay.  How large is the enclosure that they’re in? 

 MS. METTICA:  It is a shed that was on the property when we 

bought it.  It is quite adequate for the chickens. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  But what is the size? 

 MS. METTICA:  I don’t know the exact dimensions. It’s a big shed. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  Is it more than 20 by 20? 

 MS. METTICA:  Is it – no.  It wouldn’t be. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  Because we have – and they’re not outside?  They’re 

just confined to the shed essentially? 

 MS. METTICA:  They are outside.  My husband put up with my sons 

like wire so that, you know, they’re not going to go anywhere. We do 

let them in our yard at times.  There’s a fence on one side and a 

natural barrier on the other.  They don’t cross over.  I have a huge 

backyard.   My kids’ dogs are out there watching them. 

 MR. O’KEEFE: The reason I say that is the regulations provide 

that the enclosure cannot be more than 400 square feet which would be 

– 
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 MS. METTICA:  No, it’s not.  It’s just enough for them to – 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  Okay. 

 THE CHAIR: What I heard you say was they are not always in that 

enclosure, that wire? 

 MS. METTICA: No.  Sometimes we let them out in the yard.  To free 

range. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  They have to be within that enclosure.  They 

can’t be running free range through your yard even though they’re 

enclosed.  They’ve got to be within that.  That’s why I think --- Mr. 

O’Keefe was saying it has to be in the up to 400 square feet.  That 

enclosure, they have to be within that enclosure.  They cannot be in 

free reign out in your yard. 

 MR. GWOREK:  They don’t have to be in the shed, but they have to 

be in a fenced in area. 

 MS. METTICA:  So then what you are saying is I cannot free 

ranging chickens. 

 THE CHAIR:  Correct. 

 MS. METTICA:  I have to have them enclosed at all times. 

 THE CHAIR: Correct. That is correct. 

 MS.METTICA:  And, can I ask why that is? 

 THE CHAIR:  Because that’s our regulation. 

 MR. GWOREK: It is just so that they don’t wander off and be a 

nuisance around the neighborhood. 

 They’ll be in a shed, where they stay.  You can have a chicken 

fence around there that’s no bigger 400 square feet so they can come 

out and be in the grass in that area. 

 MS. METTICA:  Okay. 

 THE CHAIR:  And, if, I don’t know about the complaint.  But 

that’s probably what it was about.  Not – 

 MS. METTICA:  No, the complaint was actually about the rooster.  

And, the rooster was taken care of.  It was not about the chickens. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay. 
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 MS.METTICA:  And, if I may address the complaint.  I think my 

husband did go down to you and speak about the complaint.  I don’t 

know if you are aware, we believe the person that put the complaint in 

was also the person that trespassed on to our property. Took pictures 

of our yard and our underage daughters.   

 We had the police out to our property to investigate that. We 

were told to go down to see you to get a copy of that complaint.  My 

husband was told the person wanted to stay anonymous. 

 We are concerned about the pictures. Obviously, with underage 

girls.  My daughters to this day are still afraid to go outside in the 

backyard due to this person that trespassed and --- 

 THE CHAIR:  I can appreciate that and understand that. 

 MS. METTICA:  --- was taking pictures of them while they were out 

in the coop. 

 THE CHAIR: Well, what we have to deal with is what the complaint 

actually came to, you know, the zoning enforcement officer. 

 MS. METTICA:  Right. 

 THE CHAIR: He’s doing his due diligence.  I think that’s a matter 

you deal with separately on --- going on to your property, that’s 

probably a police -– 

 MS. METTICA:  Well, the police were involved. They asked us to 

come down to visit the planning and zoning office to get a copy of the 

complaint. My husband was told that whoever took the call knew who it 

was, but they asked to be anonymous.  So we told the police officers 

this is the information and they said when you go before planning and 

zoning, if you can get it at that time, they will be more than happy 

to go out to that person to verify that they were the person that was 

on there taking pictures. 

 THE CHAIR:  Dave, from a complaint standpoint, it comes into the 

zoning enforcement officer, is that something that can be confidential 

or can it be shared? 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Blight issues can’t be anonymous. 

 THE CHAIR:  Cannot be anonymous. 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  But it’s got to be blight.  It would be more of a 

--- it’s the policy.  Typically, we ask for backup if it goes to a 

certain point. The town attorney would like to have a chain of 
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evidence so he could ask the complainant how to pursue it.  If they 

are in agreement with how it was closed, in a sense, but yah, I’m not 

privy who spoke to who on the phone and they knew who it was but 

couldn’t say it.  I’m not aware of that. 

 THE CHAIR: Okay. 

 MS. METTICA:  Well, my husband was the one that came down and 

spoke to the gentleman that is in charge of planning and zoning. 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Okay. 

 MS. METTICA:  But in any case, we were told the original 

complaint from animal control officer was that we had a rooster.  That 

is he said when he came to our door.  That they complained about the 

rooster.  Which we did take of the following day. 

 THE CHAIR:  But again, you needed to come to us for a variance. 

 MS. METTICA:  Right. We were unaware of that.  We just assumed 

chickens on your own property, we have an acre plus --- 

 THE CHAIR:  That’s fine.  You are not the first one we’ve had. 

 MS.METTICA: I’m sure. 

 THE CHAIR:  But again, what we’re saying is that they need to be 

enclosed.  They cannot be free reign.  They have to be within an 

enclosure.  Maximum square footage is 400 square feet. 

 MS.METTICA:  Okay.  With that being said, can they be, if we 

build a portable cage to move around my yard, is that fine?  I mean 

there are such things as chicken runners. They call it.  You build 

them and you know, you pack them in there and you can move them to 

different areas so that they can have access to different grass and 

they’re not just constantly eating the same grass? 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  I mean, I think that is potentially problematic 

because we approved a particular location. 

 MS. METTICA: That’s fine. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  If we approve the location and then it is in 

another location -- 

 MS.METTICA :  Okay, that’s fine.  I just wanted to ask. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  As I look at your yard, where you have them seems 

fine. It is about 275 feet behind your house. 
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 MS.METTICA:  Okay. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  I assume that the drawing is correct. 

 MS. METTICA:  Yes. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  In theory, if we were to approve it for 30 feet 

from your boundary, you could have it right next to your neighbor’s 

house.  And, that could be a problem. 

 MS. METTICA:   Correct. 

 THE CHAIR: So, what we are basically saying is where you’ve set 

it, the chicken run is going to be, that is where it needs to be 

placed. 

 And, we’re saying that the chickens need to be in that enclosure.  

They can’t be running range free. 

 MS.METTICA:  Okay. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay? 

 MS.METTICA:  Um-hum. 

 THE CHAIR: Anything else? 

 MS.METTICA: No.  That’ll be all. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay, we can’t, we’re not, this board doesn’t really 

deal with --- all we do is we get a complaint; we send a letter to you 

saying you need to apply for an application.  And, then we take it 

from there. 

 The other part of that is you need to deal with whomever. 

 MS.METTICA:  Okay, so if I go back down to the police station and 

tell them that I am still not aware who it is, they can come down and 

get the information from you then? 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  They can contact myself or Rob Phillips, the 

director.  We’ll deal with it then. 

 MS.METTICA:  Okay. 

 THE CHAIR:  Because Rob is the director of planning and zoning. 

 MS.METTICA:  Okay. 

 THE CHAIR:  You know, he’s the --- it’s either him or Dave.  

Okay? 
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 MS.METTICA:  Okay. 

 THE CHAIR:  Any other questions of the applicant? 

 (No response) 

 Thank you very much. 

 I have to say it.  Is there anyone here speaking in favor? 

 Anyone against this application? 

 (No response) 

 Hearing none, this application is closed. 

 

7:12 pm. 
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REGULAR MEETING 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 A. APPEAL #6044A, Application of Robert Mettica for special 

exception approval to allow a family flock of chickens under Sections 

3-01.31B & 15-05 of the Zoning Regulations, 690 Old Turnpike Road, 

property of Robert L. & Rachelle L. Mettica in an R-20/25 zone. 

 Mr.O’Keefe made a motion to approve Appeal #6044A with 

conditions. 

 Conditions: 

 - The coop be located not less than 30 feet from the boundary 

to the rear of the applicant’s house and approximately 275 feet behind 

the applicant’s house as depicted on the application. 

 - That the use be confined to an enclosure having a total 

area of not more than 400 square feet. 

 - That there be no roosters. 

 - There be no more than twelve chickens. 

 Mr. Gworek seconded. 

 Mr. O’Keefe commented the application is fairly straight forward.  

I think the location as shown in the yard is conducive to the use. 

 Motion passed 5 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS / OLD BUSINESS / NEW BUSINESS 

 (1) The Chair noted the budget.  We don’t need to vote on it.  

Basically, it is pretty consistent and a pretty low budget.   The 

biggest chunk is advertising, but that is a state regulation so we 

have no choice on that.  That’ll be submitted to the board of finance. 

 (2) You had in your file, concerning Custom Coach.  A letter 

went out from Matt Reimondo, zoning enforcement officer, concerning a 

scope of business.   

 Mr. Lavallee advised a flyer went out through the chamber of 

commerce saying that this particular business now has a spray booth 

and a larger repair area.   

 A competing business in town asked us to look into it.  We’re 

sending an inquiry to the gentleman who runs Custom Coach just to see 
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what is scope is.  We’ll have you determine what is over and above the 

approval.   The letter just went out and we should be hearing more on 

that. 

 (3) The Chair advised he was a meeting with Dave today and a 

representative from the company that bought IParty.  It’s called Party 

City.  Large corporations have fixed signage they want on the 

building.  And, Dave spent a lot of time with them along with Matt and 

I guess they came to a conclusion they’re going to stay within our 

regulations.  I have a feeling they’ll come back at some point and ask 

for a variance.  Right now, they’ll stay within the signage that is 

allotted. 

 Mr. Lavallee explained they had a variance request.  But they 

misread how to measure.  They thought they needed the variance, but 

they didn’t.  They withdrew. 

 They came in way over and above what was proposed because they 

didn’t consider the window panels as signage.  180+ square feet in the 

windows.  We say no. 

 We worked well together.  They’ll stay within the regulations to 

come up with a solution.  So they’ll do that. 

  

 (4) On March 13
th
 there is a 5:30 pm meeting on signs. It’s with 

the subcommittee of the planning and zoning commission and they’re 

going to review the sign regulation. 

 Wire signs are not allowed and Matt was happy about that. 

  

Other Comments: 

 Mr. O’Keefe mentioned the number of signs that go up on Queen 

Street around Exit 32 for mattresses.  I’ve got the phone number you 

can call:  860-402-8007.  There are probably ten of them up at any 

given time.  I’ve taken some down but they go up in the same 

locations.  They go up within a day of coming down. 

 Mr. Lavallee said the ZEO is aware of those.  He’s just sending 

stuff out now. 

 

 Discussion about the Aqua Turf signs advertising the craft fair.  

Is that a non-profit?  It is profit making where they are charging for 
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booths and yet they’re sticking them on every single telephone pole in 

the area.  They used to put the sandwich board signs up. Now, they’re 

just nailing it to the telephone poles all over town.   

 Could Matt contact whoever is putting those up?  It’s an 

organization, obviously.   Mr. Lavallee will tell Matt. 

  

 Ray Kastner is coming in on the Southington Country Club.  They 

want to have a DJ and/or live music during the summer months at the 

outdoor pavilion.  Not every weekend, but on weekends.  I recommended 

to Dave they come before us with an application because the neighbors 

may have something to say about that as well, obviously.  It is a 

residential area.   It is scheduled for April 8
th
. 

 

 The next meeting on March 25
th
, there is an application for a 

changeover form Jiffy Lube to Valvoline.  Queen Street. 

 

 Mr. Saucier brought up portable chicken coops.  I understand 

where we want them.  I think since the continuous improvement 

committee is looking at livestock/poultry, they should take this up as 

far as creating an envelope versus a building square on the lot.  We 

don’t want free range, but at least they can move the portable coop 

around if they have an envelope.  The envelope needs to be drawn 

within the regulations.        

 Discussion. 

  

 Mr. Saucier brought up the sign at TD Homer’s.  Those are the new 

signs on the wall.  I noticed there are a TVs in there and if you look 

on the other side, it’s a roll top and when the summer months come I 

am not sure what is on the other side of that roll cage.  We don’t 

want outdoor entertainment, music and DJs.  Something to keep an eye 

on. 

 The Chair hoped the next thing the committee would take up were 

these portable garages that are popping up all over town.  They are in 

violation.  Just a matter of identifying them.  I sent in pictures I 

think for about a dozen of them.  And, there are probably now 50 or 60 

around town.  We’ll get there. 
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Adjournment 

 Mr. O’Keefe made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Saucier seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:24 o’clock, p.m.) 

 

   Robert Y. Salka, Chairman      

   Zoning Board of Appeals 

 

 

 

  

  

  


